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This issue focuses on green development in tourism, the new EU policy on waste
reduction, global leadership in environmental education, State of the Union address
and the latest European Environment Agency main report on Europe’s environment
and climate.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

This month, we shine the spotlight on the city of Drama, Greece and the importance
of sustainable tourism for our future.

“Drama has a unique set of natural and cultural treasures that, if properly
utilized, can form the basis for a sustainable tourism model, moving beyond
mass tourism. This approach focuses on the quality of the experience, rather
than quantity....With their daily choices, volunteerism, and use of
technology, young people can become the most powerful ambassadors
for sustainability and shape the future of tourism.”

Read full interview here

NEWS FROM ACROSS EUROPE

Parliament adopts new EU rules to reduce textile and food waste

In July 2023, the Commission proposed a revision of the EU rules on waste,
targeted at food and textile waste. Every year, almost 60 million tonnes of food
waste (132 kg per person) and 12.6 million tonnes of textile waste are
generated in the EU. Clothing and footwear alone account for 5.2 million
tonnes of waste, equivalent to 12 kg of waste per person every year. It is
estimated that less than 1% of all textiles worldwide are recycled into new
products.

The updated legislation will introduce binding food waste reduction targets, to be met
at national level by 31 December 2030: 10% from food processing and manufacturing
and 30% per capita from retail, restaurants, food services and households. These
targets will be calculated in comparison to the amount generated as an annual
average between 2021 and 2023.


https://online.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9896aca4e195a962ac0eaaed7&id=c81b13aeea&e=e63a28294c

By tackling food and textile waste, the EU is cutting greenhouse gas emissions,
saving valuable resources like water and energy, and supporting a shift to a circular
economy. The new rules not only push companies to design products that last longer
and can be recycled, but also encourage food donation and reduce costs for
households and businesses. This makes Europe more sustainable while setting an
example for global action.

Source: European Parliament

State of the Union 2025

In this years State of the Union
address, president Ursula Von der
Leyen emphasised the need for
the EU to step up its efforts on
climate action, for scientific,
economic and security reasons,
by continuing the progress made
by the Europe’s Green Deal,
setting ambitious and
intermediate climate targets, and
channelling investment into
climate adaptation, resilience and
nature based solutions. The
European Commission president
also reaffirmed the EU’s
determination to meet its climate
objectives, underlining that the
Union remains on track to achive
its 2030 target. As Von der Leyen
highlighted, science must remain
our compass in shaping a robust
2040 climate goal, which means
taking action in the EU, not trying
to offshore our responsibilities to
third countries.

Her address further outlined
encouraging measures to
accelerate the decarbonisation of
European industry and a clear
ambition to establish the EU as a
Global frontrunner in the circular
economy by 2030.

Source: European Commission

Source: Canva

FEE National Operators Meeting 2025

The Foundation for Environmental
Education (FEE) kicked off
its2025 National Operators
Meeting on September 15 at the
International Youth Centre in
Kuala Lumpur. Hosted by Green
Growth Asia Foundation, the four
day event gathered nearly 200
delegates from 48 countries. One
of which was EkoSola from
Slovenia.

“This is where education meets
the green economy. Malaysia is
showing how to turn lessons into
jobs, data into ESG credibility,
and campus projects into city
solutions, for companies building
talent pipelines and stronger
disclosures, these programmes
are ready to plug in and scale.”

GGAF Chief Executive Dr Balamurugan Ratha
Krishnan


https://online.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9896aca4e195a962ac0eaaed7&id=88413d8715&e=e63a28294c
https://online.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9896aca4e195a962ac0eaaed7&id=b4837624d8&e=e63a28294c

Source: The Star

Europe’s environment and climate — Main report

Legislation to protect nature and climate has been strengthened significantly under
the European Green Deal (EGD), with Member States now focused on implementing
and enforcing new requirements and standards in a range of areas, from nature
protection to air quality and energy efficiency.

As reported by the European Commission (EC) in their Communication on 2025
Environmental Implementation Review, an implementation gap persists, with the need
to accelerate progress to reduce damages and costs.

The EC found that: because of the implementation gap in the field of EU
environmental law, the EU is currently incurring large costs of non-implementation
such as premature deaths — one in ten deaths in the EU can be linked to pollution —
the cost of disease, including healthcare costs and lost productivity, clean up costs,
and reduced ecosystem services.

A 2025 study found that the cost of failure to fully implement EU environmental law
and policy amounts to at least EUR 180 billion a year.

By publishing this Europe’s Environment report, Europe gains an updated, science
based picture of the state of its environment. Having this knowledge is essential
because it identifies where progress is being made, where urgent action is still
needed, and how policies can be shaped to protect health, prosperity, and resilience.

Source: European Environment Agency

If you have come this far means that you are really interested in these topics, if you
wish to contribute to our coverage, don'’t hesitate to contact us at
team@greenovate.online
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